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Review

The Queen’s Nanny (Ensemble Theatre)

, Arts & Culture

From Melanie Tait comes a tartly funny version of the story of a woman who gave her all to The Firm.

Ensemble Theatre, Kirribilli, Sydney
Reviewed on 10 September, 2024
by Jason Blake on 12 September, 2024

Based on the true story of Marion Crawford, nanny to the royal princesses Elizabeth and Margaret, Melanie Tait’s tartly funny three-hander explores ideas of
colonisation — not of land or peoples, in this case, but of one woman’s life and hopes.

Crawford’s story has been told before — novelised by Tessa Arlen in In Royal Service to the Queen and also in a Channel 4 documentary made some 20 years ago — but
The Queen’s Nanny is, as far as | can tell, the first time it has been taken to the stage. Tait’s tartly funny and inventive version might not please the most ardent

monarchists, but she’s written it with skill and a winning wit.

https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-queens-nanny-ensemble-theatre/ 2/8


https://limelight-arts.com.au/support-us/
https://www.limelight-arts-travel.com.au/?utm_source=limelight&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=top_menu
https://www.limelightmagazine.com.au/newsletter/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=sign_up
javascript:void(0);
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu3hQic1ZKqypRD3nEn3wHAPl289V7Mqws2jHm8zTW-N4AYGIP6L2etL3q-oLHtepcc4qu56IOrLv1c7qSlUf8DaNw2CmMgPuBZWz29e3ztUfpcEN82xBC8nmIk1Yj74yVzNr5x0XcThgazVMzXn8tiAsJBXznDSt-LwEslsRmIZiTO1UIPWSuPEA2Q0au2db_p5qzMV32GzhDWPm728ZA6H5m3kQFzvkJ9UZrCtQgUyGcagbONEILMkSKLtM1sqD2NFQVpZ_NTXZ05RCFJGpVf-Yf7jwpTPL7j9VeL-HoLg9XR5u53doIx1A31lfREjczzuX91NCzygO8u2ihF7bFwUN4aeKOtUJAyD-7aL5Gvw8Jlbbzi2d9WL-x0dGoFrGZ4Yg&sai=AMfl-YTCVhswSoCqrN3tvfYTQGLkm0uSpJPF1vcvul7-DkmFLata0iaGzQDwCWR6ZF7dhwy3Q3-O5LdTAoX5u0cednT__BkyWJ-tXL573zf7vgtjKArys2w3A33j4P4jS3oP2u9VhfvcwCZZcqiBeJ7v&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMRtLP6AIy6P&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/&nm=4
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu3hQic1ZKqypRD3nEn3wHAPl289V7Mqws2jHm8zTW-N4AYGIP6L2etL3q-oLHtepcc4qu56IOrLv1c7qSlUf8DaNw2CmMgPuBZWz29e3ztUfpcEN82xBC8nmIk1Yj74yVzNr5x0XcThgazVMzXn8tiAsJBXznDSt-LwEslsRmIZiTO1UIPWSuPEA2Q0au2db_p5qzMV32GzhDWPm728ZA6H5m3kQFzvkJ9UZrCtQgUyGcagbONEILMkSKLtM1sqD2NFQVpZ_NTXZ05RCFJGpVf-Yf7jwpTPL7j9VeL-HoLg9XR5u53doIx1A31lfREjczzuX91NCzygO8u2ihF7bFwUN4aeKOtUJAyD-7aL5Gvw8Jlbbzi2d9WL-x0dGoFrGZ4Yg&sai=AMfl-YTCVhswSoCqrN3tvfYTQGLkm0uSpJPF1vcvul7-DkmFLata0iaGzQDwCWR6ZF7dhwy3Q3-O5LdTAoX5u0cednT__BkyWJ-tXL573zf7vgtjKArys2w3A33j4P4jS3oP2u9VhfvcwCZZcqiBeJ7v&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMRtLP6AIy6P&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/&nm=4
https://limelight-arts.com.au/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/november-2024/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/november-2024/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/back-issues/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/how-to-log-into-your-account/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/news/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/live-reviews/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/film-reviews/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/cd-and-other-reviews/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/book-reviews/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/features/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/decoding-cultural-leadership-podcast/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/tag/world-premiere/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/tag/cutting-edge/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/tag/rising-star/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/tag/composer-of-the-month/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/tag/guy-nobles-soapbox/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/tag/on-screen/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/features/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/classical-music/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/playlists/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/tag/on-the-record/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/classical-music/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/opera/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/dance/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/events/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/events/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/events/community/add
https://limelight-arts.com.au/about-us/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/advertise/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/support-us/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/licensing/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/writer/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/writer/jason-blake
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email

11/7/124, 12:19 PM The Queen's Nanny (Ensemble Theatre)

Emma Palmer, Elizabeth Blackmore and Matthew Backer in The Queen’s Nanny. Photo © Phil Erbacher

Introduced via an Australian journalist writing for a British tabloid, Marion is “a lonely old Scottish lady in an endless purgatory of tea-parties no-one shows up to.”

her missing tea-party guest is.

In her early 20s, Marion (played here by Elizabeth Blackmore), is on the brink of a career as a child psychologist. All that is put on temporary hold when she accepts a1
offer to act as governess to the two daughters of the Duke and Duchess of York — the future King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.

“Crawfie” as she became known, quickly bonded with the two girls and, even more importantly, earned the trust of the Duchess. It’s her powers of persuasion that turn
Marion’s short engagement into a family-adjacent role that spans the tumultuous 1930s (including the abdication of Edward VIII, which elevated the Duke and Duches
to the throne), the rise of Hitler, World War II and Crawford’s controversial retirement — one in which sees becomes a bestselling author and persona non grata. Then,
as now, you cross The Firm at your peril.

Priscilla Jackman, who helmed the STC hit RBG: Of Many, One, directs a crisp, sharply paced staging. Michael Hankin’s stylishly minimal set allows for quick shifts

and seamless transitions. The devastation of war is economically captured in a shower of paper and a shaken-up doll’s house. Lighting (Morgan Moroney) and
sound/music (James Peter Brown) are first-rate.
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Matthew Backer and Elizabeth Blackmore in The Queen’s Nanny. Photo © Phil Erbacher

Likewise the acting, with Emma Palmer very funny as the boozy future Queen Mother (“I’'m mad for fun!” she chortles, by way of introduction). Blackmore occupies
the centre flawlessly as the determined, forward-thinking and ultimately tragic Marion. Matthew Backer excels in several lightly sketched supporting characters: the
stammering King; a go-getting American publisher; Marion’s seemingly charming lover who competes against the Royals for her attention, and even the young
Princess Elizabeth.

I hope Tait is pitching The Queens Nanny to British theatres. The Old Dart needs to see it.

The Queen’s Nanny plays at Ensemble Theatre, Kirribilli until 12 October.

Subsc

Subscribe to Limel,
Harriet Constable’s

Comments

Start the conversation

https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-queens-nanny-ensemble-theatre/ 4/8


https://www.ensemble.com.au/shows/the-queens-nanny/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/#offer
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/#offer

11/7/124, 12:19 PM The Queen's Nanny (Ensemble Theatre)

Comment * VZ
Full Name *

Email *

What is five + 19*

Post Comment

Contribute to Limelight and support independent arts journalism.

Become a supporter

Related Content

Theatre
Live Review

Review: Colder Than Here (Ensemble Theatre)

Huw Higginson and Hannah Waterman shine in this very British comedy-drama about living through a mother's dying days.
September 24, 2024
&

Theatre
Live Review

Review: The Cherry Orchard (Secret House & Old Fitzroy Theatre)

Welsh playwright Gary Owen’s adaptation puts a fresh edge on Chekhov’s tragicomic exploration of class and privilege.
August 14,2024
&

Theatre
Live Review

Review: Uncle Vanya (Ensemble Theatre)

Joanna Murray-Smith’s adaption feels faithful to Chekhov’s original portrait of a fractious household stuck in a rut.
August 2, 2024

Theatre
Live Review

Review: Cost of Living (Sydney Theatre Company & Queensland Theatre)

Martyna Majok's Pulitzer Prize-winning play is a compelling story about the human need for love, care and dignity.
July 23,2024
&

Opera
Live Review

Review: Il trittico (Opera Australia)

A near-perfect night at the opera does Puccini proud, with Suor Angelica proven to be the indispensable heart of the work.
July 4, 2024
&

Opera
features

https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-queens-nanny-ensemble-theatre/ 5/8


https://limelight-arts.com.au/support-us/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstkuPqNrTNDStmfmwajUt09EwUoaLKVAqvwZY3GT043PPa27ZYl6g7Djfh6p1Sp38fkKIOSRIlcDVhqTinrore7CEUTtMXY5CLU_7RbNS0xZJJsreoP0b_K5Zr57IM7oWPNzdYzv0vwrr5Skk1nsxBfrb8SSNvNFWstUKk4qolr7BT9AGZepEOMOWTtl2yEyHMg11lYr_yBNIsFcNoAh0ShfzI8UwarF9ld7meKTZwxwuiCusWzjTWC-FeuNZG-sQkt_bKqpaVwVXsVqbYHx-V_nSItsReAHQRvwo7V-AWr_Y7Qm9TY3RjMPjU5GXj3s7NTjVhWfo0BEwukVS3JYORo6Ojf8FYlrwhIE72nS_P6zM-ScJsAaeIeYRau&sai=AMfl-YRZm4uQcMc3O3RohRRgJGCyfzZk4kcBpgz5orXnGzwZp7qM-aCMdf2iM-dGCFqdPXwyCnaROG4KPsTds_LHECptTR8_LXmRKjqH3sbzxBVWV1LkmQbMBfzFEwI2QI07v7BuwzyYbMJ2IRJyQFKL&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGNNctnQNcbV&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/concerts/2024season/messiah/&nm=5
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstkuPqNrTNDStmfmwajUt09EwUoaLKVAqvwZY3GT043PPa27ZYl6g7Djfh6p1Sp38fkKIOSRIlcDVhqTinrore7CEUTtMXY5CLU_7RbNS0xZJJsreoP0b_K5Zr57IM7oWPNzdYzv0vwrr5Skk1nsxBfrb8SSNvNFWstUKk4qolr7BT9AGZepEOMOWTtl2yEyHMg11lYr_yBNIsFcNoAh0ShfzI8UwarF9ld7meKTZwxwuiCusWzjTWC-FeuNZG-sQkt_bKqpaVwVXsVqbYHx-V_nSItsReAHQRvwo7V-AWr_Y7Qm9TY3RjMPjU5GXj3s7NTjVhWfo0BEwukVS3JYORo6Ojf8FYlrwhIE72nS_P6zM-ScJsAaeIeYRau&sai=AMfl-YRZm4uQcMc3O3RohRRgJGCyfzZk4kcBpgz5orXnGzwZp7qM-aCMdf2iM-dGCFqdPXwyCnaROG4KPsTds_LHECptTR8_LXmRKjqH3sbzxBVWV1LkmQbMBfzFEwI2QI07v7BuwzyYbMJ2IRJyQFKL&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGNNctnQNcbV&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.sydneyphilharmonia.com.au/concerts/2024season/messiah/&nm=5
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/colder-than-here-ensemble-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/colder-than-here-ensemble-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/live-reviews
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/colder-than-here-ensemble-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-cherry-orchard-secret-house-old-fitzroy-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-cherry-orchard-secret-house-old-fitzroy-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/live-reviews
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-cherry-orchard-secret-house-old-fitzroy-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/uncle-vanya-ensemble-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/uncle-vanya-ensemble-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/live-reviews
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/uncle-vanya-ensemble-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/cost-of-living-sydney-theatre-company-queensland-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/cost-of-living-sydney-theatre-company-queensland-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/live-reviews
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/cost-of-living-sydney-theatre-company-queensland-theatre/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/il-trittico-opera-australia/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/il-trittico-opera-australia/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/opera/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/live-reviews
https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/il-trittico-opera-australia/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/features/il-trittico-one-opera-three-directors/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/features/il-trittico-one-opera-three-directors/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/category/opera/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/features/

11/7/124, 12:19 PM The Queen's Nanny (Ensemble Theatre)
Il trittico: one opera, three directors

As Opera Australia’s Puccini centenary celebrations continue, Limelight talks to the creative team behind its new production of 11 trittico.

June 27, 2024

Artists of the Year

Nominations are now open to Limelight subscribers for the 2024 awards.

Competitions

View current offers

Win CDs, tickets to the latest shows, cinema screening invitations and more.

Season Preview

Explore the 2024/25 season

Our specialist writers analyse this year’s offerings in theatres and concert halls.

Podcast

https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-queens-nanny-ensemble-theatre/ 6/8


https://limelight-arts.com.au/features/il-trittico-one-opera-three-directors/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/artists-of-the-year/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/artists-of-the-year/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/artists-of-the-year/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/artists-of-the-year/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/competitions/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/competitions/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/competitions/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/competitions/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/season-preview/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/season-preview/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/season-preview/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/season-preview/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/decoding-cultural-leadership-podcast/

11/7/124, 12:19 PM The Queen's Nanny (Ensemble Theatre)

ODING CULTUI

ADERSH.

CULTURE. SOCIETY. CONVERSATIONS

Decoding Cultural I.eadership

What does it mean to be a cultural leader in the 21st century?

What’s On

Explore the online calendar

Find out what’s happening this week and add your own events to our free online calendar.

Subscribe

Explore subscriptions

Subscribe to Limelight from $4 per month and save up to 50% when you subscribe for longer.

Playlists

https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-queens-nanny-ensemble-theatre/ 718


https://limelight-arts.com.au/decoding-cultural-leadership-podcast/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/decoding-cultural-leadership-podcast/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/decoding-cultural-leadership-podcast/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/events/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/events/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/events/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/events/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/playlists/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/playlists/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/playlists/

11/7/24, 12:19 PM

Listen now

The Queen's Nanny (Ensemble Theatre)

Looking for something new to listen to? Check out our playlists from our latest issue.

Emails

Receive free email updates on a range of topics from Limelight.

Suite 606, Level 6
84 Pitt Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Contact Limelight

. N

Quick Links

Subscribe
Back Issues
Advertising
Licensing

Help Centre
Editorial Policy,
Privacy Policy
Contact

Arts news delivered to your inbox

Our free Weekly Newsletter delivers the latest arts news, reviews and features to your inbox each Saturday.

2

10 up
© 2024 Limelight Arts Media Pty Ltd

Search
C

Please login to read this article.

[leaky_paywall_login]
No account yet! Click here to subscribe.

https://limelight-arts.com.au/reviews/the-queens-nanny-ensemble-theatre/

8/8


https://limelight-arts.com.au/playlists/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/newsletter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/newsletter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/newsletter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/newsletter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#facebook
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#twitter
https://limelight-arts.com.au/#email
https://limelight-arts.com.au/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/LimelightArtsAu
https://www.facebook.com/LimelightArtsAu
https://twitter.com/LimelightArtsAu
https://twitter.com/LimelightArtsAu
https://instagram.com/LimelightArtsAu
https://instagram.com/LimelightArtsAu
https://limelight-arts.com.au/feed/?post_type%5B0%5D=news&post_type%5B1%5D=features&post_type%5B2%5D=reviews
https://limelight-arts.com.au/feed/?post_type%5B0%5D=news&post_type%5B1%5D=features&post_type%5B2%5D=reviews
https://open.spotify.com/user/limelightmagazine
https://open.spotify.com/user/limelightmagazine
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscribe/
https://subscribe.limelight-arts.com.au/BackissuesList.aspx
https://limelight-arts.com.au/advertise/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/licensing/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/how-to-log-into-your-account/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/editorial-policy/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/privacy-policy/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/contact/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/newsletter/
https://limelight-arts.com.au/subscription

